Gemini Al input

After you register a USA copyright for a text document, can you subsequently modify
that document without having to file a new registration?

Gemini Al output

The short answer is: Yes, you can modify it, but your new changes won't be
protected by the original registration.

In the eyes of the U.S. Copyright Office, a registration covers the specific version of the
work that was submitted at the time of application. If you make significant changes later,
you've essentially created a "derivative work."

Here is how the protection breaks down:

1. What stays protected?

The original elements of your document remain protected under the initial registration.
You don't "lose" your copyright on the first version just because you wrote a second one.

2. What is NOT protected?

Any new material (new chapters, significant edits, or updated data) added after the
registration date is not covered. To have the same legal advantages for the new
content—such as the ability to sue for statutory damages—you would generally need to
file a new registration for the "Revised Edition."

3. When should you re-file?

You don't need to file a new application for every typo you fix. However, you should
consider a new registration if:

e The changes are substantial (e.g., you added 20% more content).
e The new version is being published as a new edition.
e The most valuable parts of the work are the ones you just added.

4. Correcting Mistakes vs. Adding Content

It is important to distinguish between modifying the content and correcting the
registration:

e Supplementary Registration: If you need to fix a typo in the author's name or the



title on the existing certificate, you file Form CA.

New Registration: If you changed the actual text of the document, you file a
standard application for a derivative work.

Note: For certain types of works, like blogs or newsletters, you might be able

to use "Group Registration" options to cover multiple updates over a period of
time more affordably.
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